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INTRODUCTION

The Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB) is the mid-sized MAGTF and is normally
commanded by a brigadier general.  The MEB bridges the gap between the MEU, at the
tip of the spear, and the MEF, our principal warfighter.  The MEB is a task organized
MAGTF (see figure 1-1) normally composed of a command element (CE), a reinforced
infantry regiment, a composite Marine Aircraft Group (MAG), and a Brigade Service
Support Group (BSSG).  With 30 days of sufficient supplies for sustained operations, the
MEB is capable of conducting amphibious assault operations and maritime
prepositioning force (MPF) operations.  During potential crisis situations, a MEB may be
forward deployed afloat for an extended period in order to provide an immediate combat
response.  A MEB can operate independently or serve as the advance echelon of a MEF.
The MEB CE is embedded in the MEF CE and identified by line number for training and
rapid deployment.

Figure 1-1.  MEB Organization

The MEB can provide supported CINCs with a credible warfighting capability that is
rapidly deployable and possesses the capability to impact all elements of the battlespace.
If required, a MEB CE is capable of assuming the role of JTF Headquarters for small
operations with additional MEF CE augmentation.  As an expeditionary force, it is
capable of rapid deployment and employment via amphibious shipping, strategic
air/sealift, geographical or maritime prepositioning force assets, or any combination
thereof.
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BACKGROUND

Prior to WWII, and for a time thereafter, Marine units dispatched for overseas service
were generally designated as expeditionary brigades.  During WWII, the term
amphibious was adopted because it depicted the Marine Corps’ missions in the Pacific
Theater.  After the war, the previous expeditionary designation was restored.  In 1962,
MCO 3120.3 formally defined the MEU, MEB, and MEF organizations as a flexible
menu of responsive MAGTFs.  In 1965 as Marine Corps units were committed to combat
operations in the Republic of Vietnam, it was felt that the term “expeditionary” carried
the negative connotations of the previous colonial French Expeditionary Corps and
therefore unpopular with the Vietnamese.  From Vietnam until 1988, Marine task units
carried the amphibious designation. In 1988 Marine Air-Ground Task Force designations
changed from MAU, MAB, and MAF back to the historical MEU, MEB, and MEF
terminology. This change was made to more accurately reflect the Marine Corps missions
and capabilities of the time, and it was a change back to the historical precedent.  In
1990/1991, MEBs participated in Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm before their
deactivation.

As part of a force structure reduction, the 1991 Force Structure Planning Group (FSPG)
recommended eliminating the Table of Organization for the standing MEBs.  The FSPG
determined the Marine Corps could no longer afford standing MEB CEs and the standing
MEB CEs were disestablished.  The Marine Corps then fashioned the MEF-Forward
concept.  In times of crisis, elements of the MEF would be pulled away to staff the MEF-
Forward, giving the Corps an MEB-like capability.  Because the MEF Forward did not
have a training program or a concept of operations, the MEF (Fwd) was not understood –
it provided no real indication as to force size or composition.  Consequently, the
capability a MEF (Fwd) brought to the fight was not clearly understood.

In 1999, the Marine Corps reactivated the MEBs to provide another capability that the
joint warfighter can use.  Furthermore, with the high tempo of operations that the armed
services sustain, this capability will help lighten the load for the Army. Because the
utilization rates for the Army are high, the Marine Expeditionary Brigade could be used
in the Army’s unit rotation cycle.

ORGANIZATION

There are three standing MEB command elements:  1st Marine Expeditionary Brigade,
assigned within I Marine Expeditionary Force, and located at Camp Pendleton, CA; 2d
Marine Expeditionary Brigade, assigned within II Marine Expeditionary Force, and
located at Camp Lejeune, NC; and 3d Marine Expeditionary Brigade, assigned within III
Marine Expeditionary Force, and located in Okinawa, Japan. 1st and 2d MEB CEs were
activated in November 1999. 3d MEB CE was activated in January 2000.   

a.  Task Organization. The composition of a MEB (see figure 1-2) varies according to
the mission, forces assigned, and the area of operations. MEB forces are designated in the



Figure 1-2.  Example of a Marine Expeditionary Brigade
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activation order. The MEB commander task-organizes assigned assets into command,
ground combat, aviation combat and combat service support elements.

b.  MEB Relationship with the MEF Command Element (CE). The MEB CE is
embedded in the MEF CE and identified by line number for training and rapid
deployment. When the MEB is activated, designated personnel and equipment assigned
to the MEF CE form the MEB CE.

c.  MEB Relationship with the MEU.  The forward deployed MAGTF (normally, but
not exclusively, the MEU), will play a key role as the precursor for larger Marine Corps
forces.  The MEU (with augmentation) is prepared to transition to the MEB with its full
range of additional forces and capabilities.  The transition from the forward presence
MEU to MEB and ultimately to the MEF is a seamless operational concept that
incorporates global sourcing, MPF, FIE and additional amphibious forces.  If a MEU is
already in the AO when a MEB is deployed, the MEU can be the advance echelon of the
MEB CE.  The duration and requirements for the MEU will need to be spelled out and
coordinated through the respective theater CINC.  Another option is for the MEU to
remain independent but tasked to provide support to the MEB as required.  The
relationship will be situation dependent.     

d.  MEB Command Element. The MEB command element will provide command and
control for the elements of the MEB. When missions are assigned, the notional MEB
command element is tailored with required support to accomplish the mission.
Detachments are assigned, as necessary, to support subordinate elements.  The MEB CE
is fully capable of executing all of the staff functions of a MAGTF (administration and
personnel, intelligence, operations and training, logistics, plans, communications and
information systems, PAO, SJA, Comptroller, and COMSEC).

e.  Ground Combat Element (GCE). The ground combat element (GCE) is normally
formed around a reinforced infantry regiment. The GCE can be composed of from two to
five battalion sized maneuver elements (infantry, tanks, LAR) with a regimental
headquarters, plus artillery, Assault Amphibian Bn, reconnaissance, TOWs and
engineers.

f.  Aviation Combat Element (ACE). The aviation combat element (ACE) is a
composite Marine aircraft group (MAG) task-organized for the assigned mission. It
usually includes both helicopters and fixed wing aircraft, and elements from the Marine
wing support group and the Marine air control group. The MAG has more varied aviation
capabilities than those of the aviation element of a MEU. The most significant difference
is the ability to command and control aviation with the Marine Air Command and
Control System (MACCS). The MAG is the smallest aviation unit designed for
independent operations with no outside assistance except access to a source of supply.
Each MAG is task-organized for the assigned mission and facilities from which it will
operate. The ACE headquarters will be an organization built upon an augmented MAG
headquarters or provided from other MAW assets.



g.  Combat Service Support Element (CSSE). The brigade service support group
(BSSG) is task-organized to provide CSS beyond the capability of the supported air and
ground elements. It is structured from personnel and equipment of the force service
support group (FSSG). The BSSG provides the nucleus of the landing force support party
(LFSP) and, with appropriate attachments from the GCE and ACE, has responsibility for
the landing force support function when the landing force shore party group is activated.

DEPLOYMENT

The MEB is deployed via a continuous flow of task organized forces building on
MAGTFs.  As an expeditionary force, it is capable of rapid deployment and employment
via amphibious shipping, strategic air/sealift, marriage with geographical or maritime
prepositioning force assets, or any combination thereof.  The MEB deploys with
sufficient supplies to sustain operations for 30 days.  The MEB may be comprised of
elements from MPF, ACF, or the ATF.

Early command and control forward is critical, therefore a MEB will be deployed with
enabling communications into theater as quickly as possible.  The MEB provides
operational agility to the MEB Commander and supports all warfighting functions:
maneuver, intelligence, logistics, force protection, fires, and command and control.

EMPLOYMENT

The MEB mission is to plan, coordinate, and conduct sustainable combined arms combat
and other expeditionary operations across the spectrum of conflict.  MEB tasks include:
•  Forcible entry
•  Deploy to CINC’s Area of Responsibility (AOR) as part of  Joint or Combined Force
•  Provide a nucleus JTF HQ
•  Enable follow-on forces
•  Be prepared to act as the Marine Corps Service Component
•  Be prepared to serve as the advance echelon of a MEF.

MEB SIGNATURE CAPABILITIES

•  Inherently expeditionary combined arms force
•  Robust and scalable Command and Control capability
•  A full range operational capability…forcible entry to Humanitarian Assistance
•  Task organized for mission accomplishment
•  Capable of rapid deployment and employment via: amphibious shipping, strategic

air/sealift, any combination
•  Sustainable
•  Brings increased command and control and significantly expanded battlespace

functions and capabilities.



•  Aviation element is capable of all aviation functions: Offensive Air Support, Antiair
Warfare, Assault Support, Air Reconnaissance, Electronic Warfare, Control of
Aircraft and Missiles

•  Exercise Command and Control of aircraft and airspace.
•  Full spectrum of Expeditionary Combat Service Support: Supply, Maintenance,

Transportation, General Engineering, Health Services, Services, Messing

Maritime Prepositioning Force (MPF) MEB

The MPF MEB is slightly larger than an amphibious MEB and more heavily equipped
with armor and mechanized assets.  It is capable of combat against a sophisticated
mechanized force.

The prepositioning of MPF equipment afloat reduces strategic airlift requirements and
global response time.  MPF squadrons are afloat until “married up” with the MPF MEB.
Marines are flown into the area of operations by strategic airlift.

The purpose of the MPF MEB is to rapidly project combat power into an area.  Once
established ashore, it can be operationally ready for combat within 10 days and capable
of sustaining operations for 30 days.  There are approximately 16,000 Marine and 900
Navy personnel assigned.  MPF operations are a strategic deployment option.

An MPF MEB’s typical composition provides for the following:

CE Enables the MEB commander to control the MPF MEB.
Includes detachments from the MEF Headquarters Group (MHG),
communications battalion, radio battalion, civil affairs, force
reconnaissance, intelligence, and the marine logistics group.

GCE Is composed of a reinforced infantry regiment which can consist of the
following:

Three to five infantry battalions
Artillery battalion (Rein)
Tank battalion (-)
Combat Engineer battalion (-)
Reconnaissance company
Assault amphibian battalion (-)
LAI company (Rein)

ACE Operates from supporting ships, existing sites ashore, or forward operating
bases (FOBs).  It is composed of a task-organized MAG which can consist
of the following:

Rotary/fixed-wing aircraft squadrons
Detachments from MACG organizations



Detachments from MWSG squadrons
Marine aviation logistics squadron (MALS)

CSSE Has supplies to support the MEB in combat for 30 days.  Provides the full
spectrum of combat service support capabilities to the MAGTF.  Consists
of a BSSG that is normally task-organized from permanent organizations
of the FSSG.

Amphibious MEB

The amphibious MEB is the mid-sized MAGTF.  The CE, GCE, and selected units from
the ACE and CSSE form the assault echelon (AE) of an amphibious MEB and deploy
aboard Navy amphibious shipping as a balanced force.  The remaining forces of the
amphibious MB deploy as an assault follow-on echelon (AFOE).  There are
approximately 14,000 to 15,000 Marine and 900 Navy personnel assigned, depending on
mission and available shipping.

An amphibious MEB’s typical composition provides for the following:

CE Enables the MEB commander to control the MPF MEB.
Includes detachments from the MEF Headquarters Group (MHG),
communications battalion, radio battalion, civil affairs, force
reconnaissance, intelligence, and the marine logistics group.

GCE Is composed of a reinforced infantry regiment which can consist of the
following:

Three to five infantry battalions
Artillery battalion (Rein)
Tank company(s)
Combat Engineer company
Reconnaissance company
Assault amphibian company(s)
LAI company (Rein)

ACE Operates from supporting ships, existing sites ashore, or forward operating
bases (FOBs).  It is composed of a task-organized MAG which can consist
of the following:

Rotary/fixed-wing aircraft squadrons
Detachments from MACG organizations
Detachments from MWSG squadrons
Marine aviation logistics squadron (MALS)



CSSE Has supplies to support the MEB in combat for 30 days.  Provides the full
spectrum of combat service support capabilities to the MAGTF.  Consists
of a BSSG which is normally task-organized from permanent
organizations of the FSSG. The BSSG is organized to accomplish specific
mission.

NFC Is task-organized to support the MEB’s mission ashore.  It is normally
Component built around the assets of a Naval mobile construction battalion (NMCB).
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